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Text  of  a Proposed  Amendment  to  the 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Bill 

There  has  been  suggested  by  several  organizations  which  were  concerned  in 
the  original  draft  of  a measure  to  provide  vocational  rehabilitation  for  disabled 
soldiers  and  sailors,  an  amendment  which  would  include  within  the  benefits 
of  the  bill  now  under  consideration  in  Congress  men  crippled  or  disabled  in 
industry. 

The  text  of  the  proposed  amendment  is  as  follows: 

Section  8.  That  in  order  to  provide  for  the  promotion  of  the  vocational  rehabilita- 
tion of  persons  disabled  in  industry,  or  otherwise,  and  their  return  to  civil  employ- 
ment there  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  States,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  for  the  purpose  of  cooperating  with  them  in  paying  the  salaries  of 
teachers,  supervisors,  and  directors  for  the  vocational  rehabilitation  of  such  disabled 
persons,  and  in  training  teachers,  supervisors,  and  directors  for  such  vocational 
rehabilitation  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1919,  the  sum  of  $500,000;  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1920,  the  sum  of  $750,000;  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1921,  and  annually  thereafter,  the  sum  of  $1,000,000.  Said  sums  shall  be 
allotted  to  the  States  in  the  proportion  which  their  urban  population  bears  to  the 
total  urban  population  in  the  United  States,  not  including  outlying  possessions, 
according  to  the  last  preceding  United  States  Census;  Provided,  that  the  allotment 
of  funds  to  any  State  shall  not  be  less  than  a minimum  of  $5,000  for  any  fiscal  year, 
and  there  is  hereby  appropriated  the  following  sums,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
needed,  which  shall  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  providing  the  minimum  allotment 
to  the  States  provided  for  in  this  Section,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1919, 
the  sum  of  $66,000;  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1920,  the  sum  of  $46,000,  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1921,  and  annually  thereafter,  the  sum  of  $34,000. 

Section  g.  That  in  order  to  secure  the  benefits  of  the  appropriations  provided 
by  this  Section,  any  State  shall,  through  the  legislative  authority  thereof,  (1)  accept 
the  provisions  of  this  Section;  (2)  designate  or  create  a State  board  having  all  neces- 
sary power  to  cooperate  as  herein  provided  with  the  Federal  Board  for  Vocational 
Education  in  the  administration  of  the  provisions  of  this  Section;  (3)  appoint  as 


custodian  for  said  appropriations  its  State  Treasurer,  who  shall  receive  and  provide 
for  the  proper  custody  and  disbursement  of  all  money  paid  to  the  State  from  said 
appropriations. 

All  moneys  expended  upon  the  provisions  of  this  Section  shall  be  upon  the  con- 
dition (i)  that  for  each  dollar  of  Federal  money  expended  the  State  shall  expend 
an  equal  amount  for  the  same  purpose;  (2)  that  the  State  Board  shall  annually 
submit  to  the  Federal  Board  for  approval  plans  showing  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
proposed  that  the  appropriation  shall  be  used,  and  shall  make  an  annual  report  to 
the  Federal  Board  on  or  before  September  1 of  each  year  on  the  work  done  in  the 
State  and  on  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  money  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Section;  (3)  that  no  portion  of  any  moneys  appropriated  by  this  Section  for  the 
benefit  of  the  States  shall  be  applied,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  purchase,  preserva- 
tion, erection,  or  repair  of  any  building  or  buildings  or  equipment,  or  for  the  purchase 
or  rental  of  lands,  or  for  the  support  of  any  religious  or  privately  owned  or  conducted 
school  or  college;  (4)  that  all  courses  for  vocational  rehabilitation  and  all  training 
of  teachers,  directors,  and  supervisors  shall  be  given  in  schools  or  classes  under  public 
supervision  or  control,  and  that  all  courses  for  vocational  rehabilitation  maintained 
shall  be  available  without  cost  for  instruction,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  Federal  Board  shall  prescribe,  to  any  civil  employee  of  the  United  States  disabled 
while  in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 

Section  10.  The  Federal  Board  for  Vocational  Education  shall  have  power  to 
cooperate  with  State  boards  in  carrying  out  the  purposes  and  provisions  of  this 
Section,  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  may  be  necessary  or  appropriate  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  Section 
and  to  provide  for  the  vocational  rehabilitation  of  disabled  persons  and  their  return 
to  civil  employment.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  (1)  to  examine  plans 
submitted  by  State  boards  and  approve  the  same  if  found  to  be  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  and  purposes  of  this  Section;  (2)  to  ascertain  annually  whether  the 
several  States  are  using,  or  are  prepared  to  use,  the  money  received  by  them  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Section;  (3)  to  certify  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  January  of  each  year  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  each  State  which  has 
accepted  the  provisions  of  this  Section  and  complied  therewith,  certifying  the  amount 
which  each  State  is  entitled  to  receive  under  the  provisions  of  this  Section;  (4)  to 
deduct  from  the  next  succeeding  annual  allotment  to  any  State,  whenever  any  por- 
tion of  the  fund  annually  allotted  has  not  been  expended  for  the  purpose  provided 
for  in  this  Section,  a sum  equal  to  such  unexpended  portion;  (5)  to  withhold  the 
allotment  of  moneys  to  any  State  whenever  it  shall  be  determined  that  moneys  allot- 
ted are  not  being  expended  for  the  purposes  and  under  the  conditions  of  this  Section; 
(6)  to  require  the  replacement,  by  withholding  subsequent  allotments,  of  any  portion 
of  the  moneys  received  by  the  custodian  of  any  State  under  this  Section  that  by  any 


action  or  contingency  is  diminished  or  lost;  Provided,  that  if  any  allotment  is  with- 
held from  any  State,  the  State  Board  of  such  State  may  appeal  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  if  the  Congress  shall  not  direct  such  sum  to  be  paid  it  shall 
be  covered  into  the  Treasury. 

Section  n.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  certification  of  the  Federal 
Board  as  provided  in  this  Section,  shall  pay  quarterly  to  the  custodian  of  each  State 
appointed  as  herein  provided  the  moneys  to  which  it  is  entitled  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Section.  The  money  so  received  by  the  custodian  for  any  State  shall  be  paid 
out  on  the  requisition  of  the  State  Board  as  reimbursement  for  expenditures  already 
incurred  in  such  schools  and  classes  as  are  approved  by  said  State  Board  and  are 
entitled  to  receive  moneys  under  the  provisions  of  this  Section.  The  Federal  Board 
for  Vocational  Education  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Congress  on  or  before 
December  I on  the  administration  of  this  Section,  and  shall  include  in  such  report 
the  reports  made  by  the  State  boards  on  the  administration  of  this  Section  by  each 
State  and  the  expenditure  of  the  money  allotted  to  each  State. 

Section  12.  To  be  “Section  8”  of  the  Bill  as  introduced. 


